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Abstract 
      
Social Studies Textbooks are major instructional tools playing an important role about human rights in Elementary Education in 
Turkey. The purpose of this study is to determine the 
Textbooks. In accordance with this purpose, four social studies textbooks from Turkey were examined.  In the research, the 
alysis unit is divided into three sub- , 
technique, was used. The analysis of the data was carried out by calculating frequency, and percentage. As a result, it was 
observed that politics rights issues are included in Turkish textbooks. The study showed that Turkish textbooks contain the 
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1. Introduction 
 
      Human Rights have only been a major issue in international politics since World War II (Cladue, 1996; Freeman, 
2011). Human Rights in positive and empirical sense are defined by internal law; Human Rights are what the laws 
say they are (Forsythe, 1984). The United Nations emerged from global political matters about Human Rights, and in 
line with this, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was formed by the Commission on Human 
Rights (Evans, 2001). Today, many rights are based on the UN Declaration on Human Rights and respectively 
treaties and other documents that underlie the international human rights issues. The Universal Declaration contains 
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and entitles everyone. However, this covenant is a non binding 
proclamation of minimum standards of treatment of citizens by their country authorities. It paved the way to the 
drafting of two binding treaties, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and The International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Douzinas, 2007). They have had impact on the promotion of 
rights. 
    
but only from economic, social, and cultural rights, and also from third generation rights such as collective and 
solidarity rights. Political rights are based on the rationalistic doctrine of natural law, according to which human 
beings are born free and equal in dignity and unalienable rights. Political rights are the legal expression of concepts 
related to freedom. In ancient democratic societies, collective freedom advanced through active participation in the 
political decision-making process (Nowak. 2000). Political rights give citizens a greater sense of connection with 
their society because in that society they will not only participate politically but also offer input into the making of 
law and public policy (Howe & Covel, 2005).  
 
* Zihni Merey, Tel: +13194005366 
   E-mail: zihnimerey@yahoo.com 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
5657 Zihni Merey /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  46 ( 2012 )  5656 – 5660 
     Political rights are based on the most important and universally accepted international treaty in this field, the UN 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It embraces individual freedom, participation and democracy. Individual 
freedoms are freedoms of thought, conscience, religion, belief, opinion, expression, media, art, information, 
association, assembly and organizing trade unions as specified in Article 18 to 22 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights to Privacy. Also, these are absolute rights which do not permit any limitation (Nowak, 
2000).   In addition, these rights relate to freedoms of affiliations; they are right to self-determination, right to freely 
(Williams, 2001). 
       Participation plays an important role in community development.  It covers freedom of activities such as: 
freedom of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, democratic participation, right to take part in the conduct of 
expression and information constitute one of the basic rights in a democratic society. The category of political 
freedoms includes the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media, such as film, 
radio, television, and electronic media. Freedom of assembly protects all types of intentional, and temporal gathering 
of several persons for specific reasons, usually involving political matters. Freedom of association is the right to form 
and join any type of organization mostly established voluntarily for any purpose, such as political parties, sport clubs, 
trade unions and so on (Nowak, 2000). It is a manifestation of participatory democracy and allows people to have an 
active role in decision making (Ife, 2010). Among the principal ways of participation, citizens have three rights. The 
first is voting. This method of participation is very direct and is not based on sex, race, color, religion or political 
opinion. The second right is having a constitution that allows people to participate in government through their 
elected representatives and lays down the constitutional basis of their government. Finally, there is the right of 
referendum, which is the special method by which the citizens manifest their will to public authorities (Iwe, 1986).  
       Democracy is related to administration and covers the right to good governance, the right to just laws and 
judicial system, and the right to hold political views (Williams, 2001).  Political rights at the community level require 
the implementation of local democracy (Ife, 2010). In a democracy people have the right to vote, to equal access to 
participation. It requires active participation by citizens not only in exercising and respecting rights, but also offers 
all citizens active roles in decision making. 
       All classes and levels of students should be educated for political rights that will apply to them as future citizens 
and as adult members of their society. Rendel (1991) states that human rights are not only essential to have and 
understand, but also studies suggest that many students in schools may have a very inadequate understanding of 
connections between political ideas, institutions, and political life. Therefore, textbooks must be directed to providing 
an education which will enable children to use their human rights. Such education, in turn, depends on knowledge 
and instrumental tools. Textbooks are basic instructional materials that are prepared in accordance with a particular 
presented in the interdisciplinary context of human rights and citizenship. As it can be seen, there is no research 
about political issues in social studies textbooks in Turkey. Examining the political rights in these textbooks and the 
content of texts in the books are thought to be worthwhile. 
 
2. Purpose  
            The purpose of  this study is to determine the level of allocatio
social studies textbooks that are published and distributed to schools by the Turkish Ministry of National Education 
in the 2011-2012 educational year in Turkey. 
3.  Method            
        In Turkey, social studies lessons begin in the 4th grade and continue up to the 7th grade. In other words, in 
primary schools social studies lessons are compulsory in 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th grades. Social studies textbooks are 
and Human Rights Education, this analysis unit is divided into three sub-
. In this study, in line with the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, Freedom of Activities is expressed as participation, and Freedom of Affiliation is expressed as 
Individual Rights. These subcategories are defined in the present analysis as follows: 
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Individual Freedoms: It is related to freedoms of affiliations, such as right to self-determination, right to freely 
immigration.  
Participation: This subcategory includes the rights of participation and covers freedom of activities such as freedom 
of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, democratic participation, right to take part in the conduct of public 
 
Democracy: It is related to public administration, and thus democracy that covers the right to good governance, to 
just laws and judicial system, to hold political views.  
          The research was carried out using survey design. Content analysis, a qualitative research technique, was used. 
The analysis of the data was carried out by calculating frequency, and percentage. While examining the textbooks, 
-
considered. In all textbooks, both the apparent and the hidden content were taken into consideration.  Then, the 
frequency of occurrence of designated subcategories in each sentence was recorded. At this point, sentences with 
words identical to the subcategories that directly conveyed the meaning of the subcategories or described the 
subcategories were considered. The textbooks were assessed inclusive of poems, reading and comprehension 
passages. 
          In generating the inter-rater reliability of the content areas of interest, all subcategories in a  textbook were 
arbitrarily selected and coded by the co-authors of the paper. A consistency with an average of 88.5% was generated, 
implying a good inter-rater reliability (Hall & Houten, 1983). In order to assure the validity of the work when 
analyzing books, books were examined as a whole, excluding the table of contents, bibliography, and index.  Thus, 
the measuring instrument is the prerequisite of the validity. It has proceeded to measure what it has to measure [In 
other words, the instrument accurately establishes the measurements] and so the validity of the work is ensured. Both 
frequency and percentage are used in this data analysis (Karaman-Kepenekci, 2010). 
 
4. Findings  
 
            In the textbooks of the four grades, there are 30 themes and 140 texts in total. When all the Turkish Social 
Studies textbooks were examined the subcategory that has a significantly higher rate among three subcategories is 
(%14,7) .  
 
Table1. The discrimination of the sub-categories in social studies textbooks 
Textbooks 
                                                                  Sub-categories 
        Individual Freedom                        Participation                  Democracy       Total                                    
f % f % f % f % 
Social Studies 4 25 23,6 90 25,9 50 18,7 165 23,0 
Social Studies 5 18 17,0 84 24,2 55 20,6 157 21,8 
Social Studies 6 35 33,0 75 21,6 72 27,0 182 25,2 
Social Studies 7 28 26,4 98 28,3 90 33,7 216 30,0 
Total 106 14,7 347 48,2 267 37,1 720 100 
 
The Individual Freedom in social studies textbooks   
place in SS6 textbook (%33.0). These are followed respectively by SS7 (%26.4), SS4 (%23.6), and SS5 (%17.0) 
textbooks. The below statements quoted from the social studies textbooks can be given as examples for subcategory 
                    
 My grandmother's family immigrated from Macedonia to Turkey in December in 1936 (SS4, p.35).  
 The way of governing Turkish State is changed into Turkish Republic by the 29 th of October in 1923. (SS5, 
p.150). 
 While looking  to solve  our problems, we must respect the rights of others (SS6, p.22). 
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  To better understand mass communication freedom, we decided to organize a panel with my friends (SS7, p.22). 
 
 
The participation in social studies textbooks  
  
          %28.3) 
textbook. These are followed respectively by SS4 (%25.9), SS5 (%24.2), and SS6 (%21.6) textbooks. The below 
 
 I participate in activities which 
(SS4, p.76). 
 The condition that your family and you can freely enroll in associations is one of your rights (SS5, p.28). 
 What do you direct your attention to while you recommend solving social problems? (SS6, p.21). 
 Are the elections of school council examples of democratic practices? Explain (SS7, p.145). 
 
The democracy in social studies textbooks                  
              According to Table 1, in social studies textbooks, th
place in SS7 (%33.7) textbook. These are followed respectively by SS6 (%27.0), SS5  (%20.6), and SS4 (%18.7) 
textbooks. The below statements quoted from the social studies textbooks can be given as examples for subcategory 
 
 I am aware of the fact that I have the right of freedom of religion, thought and expression of ideas in 
democracy (SS6, p).   
 Unlike today, our citizens were lacking most of the rights and freedoms that we have today (SS5, p).  
 Why are people demanding more democracy? (SS6, p.151). 
 The Turkish nation, which is a government by the people, is a republic.  The Turkish state is secular. Everyone 
is free to choose their religion (SS7, p.144) 
 
5. Discussion and Conclusion 
 
           
help young people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of 
culturally diverse, democratic 
active. Active citizenship requires participation, such as reading about public issues, discussing about public service 
of officials, voting, taking an active role in political organizations, attending meeting and so forth (Zarrillio, 2004). 
Accordingly, social studies textbooks are expected to play an important role in human rights, particularly in political 
rights issue. Social studies combine different individuals in basic points of consensus and raise happy individuals 
who respect themselves and others in the light of basic rights and freedoms (Sezer, 2005). In social studies lessons in 
Turkey, human rights and citizenship issues are presented in an interdisciplinary style, and children are raised as 
individuals who know their rights and use them to fulfill their responsibilities (Karaman  Kepenekci, 2010).  As I 
mentioned in the introduction, the level of allocation of political rights in social studies textbooks has not been 
number of political rights references in Turkish textbooks to rights of participation is much more frequent. This 
situation results most likely from social studies education curricula. Since 2005 when Social Studies Curriculum was 
prepared with a constructivist education approach, the implemented curriculum in Turkey has included many 
activities for children. Safran (2005) and Simsek (2009) stated that the 2005 social studies curriculum replaced 
textbook-based teaching with activity-based teaching, containing many activities that encourage student 
participation. 
               
chapters, because there are 
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How I can express my 
; I exist with my thoughts and 
p.1
textbooks, individual freedom and democracy are not sufficiently discussed. Maybe the topics of individual freedom 
 
       As a result, in this study, it was observed that political rights issues were included in Turkish social studies 
rved with the highest frequency in 
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